Grade 6-8 Social Skills Lesson: 
Be Cooperative 
	Context and Objective: In all settings of the school, students share materials, work and play nicely together, take turns, and solve problems peacefully.

	Teaching Examples

	Example: Josie exclaims, “Oh darn, I forgot to bring my lunch money”. Alice says, “No problem, I can float you a loan” and gives Josie some money.
Example: Tyleshea waits patiently until it is her turn to type on the computer.
Example: Ben and Sam take turns using the keyboard and mouse during a class computer activity, and they do so without arguing.
Example: During the kickball game, Kyle moves peacefully to the end of the line after kicking the ball and running all the bases.
Only Teacher Models This Non-Example: Tim spits at Frank when he walks away from Tim after Frank called him a “jerk” for pulling on his backpack. 
Only Teacher Models This Non-Example: Bethany argues with Sally about the ball being out of bounds while playing basketball. 

	Student Activities

	1. Discuss the benefits of resolving conflicts in apeaceful and positive way. 
2. Have students pair up and write how they would solve this problem peacefully: Two students pick up the same magazine while they are in the media center. 

3. Some kids think violence is just something people have to get used to because it happens all the time. What do you think of that kind of an attitude? Is it a good idea to get used to violence? Why, or why not? 
4. Tell students that you are going to divide them into small groups and give them a baggie of snacks (like fish crackers). Have students discuss how to share the snack so that it is fair and considerate of all group members. Have each group report their ideas for being fair and considerate. 
5. Role-play two students wanting to work on the computer at choice time. Brainstorm various ways the students could solve their problem.

6. Some students claim there is nothing that can be done to prevent becoming personally involved in a violent confrontation. Do you think that's right? What would you tell someone if they said that to you?
7. Discuss the Golden Rule (Do unto others as you would have them do unto you). What does this mean?  What are some ways you like people to “do unto you?” What are some ways you “do unto others”? 

	Give Students Positive Performance Feedback

Adults need to remember to give positive recognition/feedback when students are cooperative, such as:
“You two are sharing the work materials nicely. That’s a great example of being cooperative. Thanks!”

“I notice how you and Marsha are solving your problem peacefully. That’s a great example of being cooperative. Way to go!

“All of the guys playing soccer did a great job! Everyone played well together and solved the game rule issues cooperatively! Way to go guys!”

	Response to Misbehavior

When students are not cooperative, remember to prompt/redirect with what is desired instead of bringing attention to the inappropriate:

“It is not OK to argue in class.  How can you be cooperative and express your point of view without being hurtful?”

“We do not say hurtful words at our school.  You need to say that again in a way that is respectful.”

“Remember to be kind and peaceful while you wait your turn for the drinking fountain.”

	After the Lesson

(During the Week)

	1. Have students share examples of when they were cooperative.

2. Share examples of someone you saw being cooperative and tie compliance to positive outcomes such as more time for lunch because the class has worked together to put the class materials away!

3. Discuss where/when it is important that everyone be cooperative, and why.

4. Read aloud a version of the fairy tale Stone Soup (available at http://www.stonesoup.com/main2/StoneSoup.html).  Discuss how the characters shared what little they had in order to make soup for all. Was the traveler manipulating the woman? What does the phrase, “Such people don’t grow on trees” mean? Have a Stone Soup day in your room. 
5. Use the story starter, “What if ____________hadn’t shared his/her ________ with the world? What would things be like today?” You could insert present day people for younger students, or historical figures or artisans for older students. Ex “What if George Washington Carver hadn’t shared his scientific discoveries with the world? What would things be like today?”
6. Have a discussion and write about “How using inappropriate language insults my intelligence.”
7. Discuss the term “fair” such as when a teacher asks one student to take a note to the office and another student says, “That’s not fair.” Does being fair mean always treating everyone the same? 

8. Discuss: What makes you feel like an important part of a group? What did you do to become an important part of the group? 



More Ideas

“A Friend is a Gift You Give Yourself”

· Wrap an empty box in gift-wrap and then cut a slit in the top.

· Fill the box with slips that has suggestions of kind things to do on them, if possible have this suggestions come from the students.

· Tell the kids “A Friend is a Gift You Give Yourself”. Connect treating others with respect, i.e. not teasing and how this helps you make and keep friends!

· Pull out a slip a day and encourage the kids to try that skill during the day to help them make or keep more friendships.

What is a Role Model?

· Does a role model have to be famous to be a role model?
· Is a role model the same as a hero?

· Who are your role models and why?

· What are her/his accomplishments?
Does the person have a good moral reputation?
What has he/she done to contribute back to society?
Is your role model directed toward helping others?

· Do you know of any role models that have overcome a great deal of adversity to become successful? (A physical handicap, discrimination, a lack of money, etc.)

· What do you think is the most important quality for a role model?

· Do you have any role models in your community?

· What have they done to be considered a role model?

· Do you think you could take aspects of several role models you like? Could you use them to pattern your own life after?  

· Do you know what career you want to have? Do you have a role model in that career? 

Related Books
· Madeline and the great (old) escape artist by R Jones

· Animal family by R. Jarrell

· Rabbi’s girls by J. Hurwitz

· Little little by M. Kerr

· When  Hitler stole pink rabbit by J. Kerr
· Where the lilies bloom by V. and B. Cleaver

· Bud, not Buddy by C.R. Curtis
· Crazy lady! by J.L. Conly
· Phoenix rising by K. Hesse
