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A Letter from the Principal, Ms. Jean Selby 
 
Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year. This year has got-
ten off to a great start, as we have welcomed back close to 
900 excited sixth and seventh graders.  

 
It is an exciting time as students become accustomed to 
their schedules and begin to get into the routines of each 
school day. In addition to the students, our teachers have 
worked hard to plan an educational experience to focus our 
learners each and every day, with both a challenging and 
engaging curriculum.   

 
As this year progresses and students become challenged in 
their academic work, we will work hard to support your 
student. Not only can we provide that support framework, I 
would like to invite and encourage you to become an active 
part of this as well. As we begin this year, here are some 
tips to help you support your child, and these can be as easy 
as: 

 

*asking your child to see their agenda book and assign-
ments each day, 
*providing a consistent time and place to support your 
child’s homework needs, 
*asking your child to explain the important points of their 
learning, 
*recognizing and encouraging their positive work efforts, 
*asking about their concerns or questions, 
*contacting your child’s teacher to seek more information 
or to set up a meeting if you have concerns (our teachers 
want to work with you!), 
*encouraging your child to become active in an extra-
curricular activity, 
*consistently communicating your high expectations for 
their learning! 
 
It is never too late to help your child get into good habits at 
school and/or at home. A good relationship between you, 
the school and your child allows us to have a shared under-
standing of learning goals, the curriculum, and ways we  
�
�
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can work together to achieve the best for your child. Be 
watching for the first IPR (grade report) to come home on 
September 24.  
 
We will be having our PTSA fundraiser kickoff assembly 
on September 7th. This will be a day to get information into 
your student’s hands concerning how we can support our 
school initiatives. PTSA has been a huge support in provid-
ing activities and busing on field trips in order to allow our 
students an extension to their learning experiences here at 
Smithton. Turn in dates for student sales will be on Septem-
ber 15th and 22nd. Please be looking for this fundraising in-
formation, in order to continue supporting our school com-
munity.  
 
For those parents/guardians who drop off or pick up your 
students, please follow the traffic flow around the perimeter 
of the parking lot.  Please do not drop your student off in 
the middle of the parking lot. This is creating a safety issue 
when students have to cross over between cars to enter the 
building. We are working on creating two lanes, one for the 
outside drop off lane, and one to exit on the inside for those 
who have already dropped off. Thank you for your contin-
ued help to keep our students safe. 
 
As a new administrator in this building, I must say, I have 
been impressed with the amazing group of learners com-
ing into this building each and every day. Coupling this 
great group of learners with the hard working and talented 
staff, should result in great outcomes during this school 
year. We intend, as a learning community, to do every-
thing in our power to give your child a great education, 
and continue to build upon the importance of the experi-
ence. We want to partner with you to help your student 
reach their academic and social goals. As was stated by a 
Chinese Proverb, Learning is a treasure that will follow 
its owner everywhere. Instilling this understanding will 
benefit your student’s experience during this year and 
beyond. I look forward to a great year and seeing our ef-
forts unfold!  



 Counseling Services Available at SMS 
 Did you know that a person will experience more change during adolescence  than in any other 
time in their life?  Coping with change can be a daunting task—especially if    you are a teen in a 
new school of more than 900 students!                       
    Smithton counselors are available to help your child with adjusting to school, or any other prob-
lems he or she may be experiencing.  Examples of specific issues may include family conflict, de-
pression, ADD/ADHD, anxiety, grief/loss, anger management, divorce, poor sense of self, alco-
hol/drug abuse, etc. 
   If you would like for your child to talk with a counselor, please contact Jessica Nicewarner (6th 
grade Guidance Counselor) or Dylan Irwin (7th grade Guidance Counselor), and they will help 
make a decision whether your child needs to see our Outreach Counselor, Trudi Beck. 
  If your child is seen for individual counseling, we will need your written permission.  The spe-
cific issues discussed with your child in counseling are private, but you have a right to know how 
your child is doing in counseling.  Confidentiality is protected unless a child is a danger to him-
self/herself or others, or if a child is in danger of being harmed by others (abuse or neglect). 
 
Bullying/Harassment  Curriculum 
     It has been reported that issues of bullying and/or sexual harassment have contributed to stu-
dent decisions to perform acts of violence in schools.  This also includes the more recent trend of 
bullying through social networking sites (facebook, myspace) and texting.  Smithton counselors 
and teachers conduct presentations to all students dealing with these issues.   We continue to be-
lieve this to be a proactive way to approach this sensitive issue.   
     The main goals are to help students understand why bullying of other students will not be toler-
ated at Smithton Middle School, and to help them know what to do when they either observe or 
experience bullying or sexual harassment.  If you have questions or comments regarding this cur-
riculum, please call Mrs. Nicewarner, sixth grade counselor, or Mr. Irwin, seventh grade counselor 
in the Smithton Guidance Office. 
 
Helping  Your  Teen  Become  More  Responsible  This  School  Year 
     He forgot his homework, so he wants you to drive it to school.  She hasn’t completed her Lan-
guage Arts paper, so will you let her stay home from school until she finishes?  Does this sound 
familiar?  Teens aren’t always responsible, but some haven’t ever had to be.  Whenever those kids 
face a problem, their parents try to fix it. 
     That may solve some problems today, but it will create even bigger problems in the future.  
Starting this year, you can help your teen develop the responsibility he’ll need for the rest of his/
her life.  Here are some tips: 
Give your teen as much responsibility as you can.  Teens need lots of growing room.  Whenever 

you can give your teen a chance to make a decision for himself, do so. 
Help your teen think about consequences.  Teens tend to jump in without thinking.  Encourage 

your teen to think about the results of an action before taking it.  
Make a plan.  At the beginning of the year, help your teen figure out a schedule.  When is the best 

time to study?  Can he play a sport or be involved in other extra-curricular activities? 
Let your teen learn from experience.  Experience is a good teacher.  But teens can’t learn the les-

sons they need if their parents are always there to bail them out.  If your teen doesn’t get her 
paper written on time, let her deal with the teacher and suffer the consequences. 

                                                                                                                                 Continued….. 



Duke University Talent Search 
 
    Each year the Duke University Talent Identification Program sponsors a talent search 
for selected seventh grade students.  Smithton students have typically done quite well.  
Last year 22 students qualified for recognition at the state or national level.   In order to 
participate, students must have scored at the 95th percentile or above on a grade level 
standardized achievement, aptitude, or mental ability test battery.    Scores from either 
of the two most recent administrations are acceptable.  Students must qualify in an ac-
ceptable composite or subtest area. 
     Participation in this program is completely voluntary.  The aim is to assist young 
people who have excellent mathematical, verbal or general intellectual ability by provid-
ing them with information about their ability and about educational options that may be 
beneficial to them. 
     Students who participate will complete the SAT or ACT, tests originally designed for 
high school juniors and seniors.  Application deadlines are October 1, by mail, or Octo-
ber 19, online, for the December test and November 1, by mail, or December 1, online, 
for the January and February tests.  For more information about this opportunity, please 
contact Dylan Irwin, seventh grade counselor, at 214-3263 or  
dirwin@columbia.k12.mo.us. 
 
 
MAP SCORES 
On Friday September 3, 2010 your student brought home his/her MAP scores.  A letter 
explaining the MAP tests and results accompanied these scores.  If you have any ques-
tions please call the Guidance Office at 214-3263 or speak with your student’s teachers.   

Continued... 

Bike Club! 
Bike Club helps students develop an enjoyment of bi ke riding by 
teaching students to legally, safely and predictabl y use bicy-
cles for transportation and recreation. Each meetin g will con-
sist of lecture/discussion time and an active perio d for prac-
ticing bicycle handling skills. Bike Club will meet  after 
school on the second and fourth Tuesdays from 3-4PM .  



Smithton Orchestra Notes 
 
Sixth and Seventh Grade orchestra students are enjoying our new location on the hallway 
with Choir/Encore Music and Band.  Stop by and check us out. 
 
Honors Orchestra auditions will be held at the Hickman Music Building on Thursday, Sep-
tember 9th beginning at 3:30.  The director for this year is Ms. Nellie Shrantz.  Ms. Shrantz 
taught with the summer music program and is teaching our beginning viola section at 
Smithton.  We are happy to have her contributing her expertise. 
 
The beginning sixth grade string players will begin after school orchestra rehearsals on 
Tuesday, October 5th, from 3:00 to 4:00 in the orchestra room.  These rehearsals are re-
quired.  The activity bus will be available if rides are needed.  Parents will need to fill out a 
form requesting this service and students will need to let us know each day they need to 
ride the bus. 

Attendance/Tardy Policy: 
 

 Attendance at school every day is an important factor in the 
success of students.  The Columbia Board has placed an em-
phasis on identifying students who are excessively absent.  
School administrators have been requested to take every 
possible action to ensure the attendance of all students.  The 
following policy is written in the student handbook pertain-
ing to absenteeism.   “All absences, including those ap-
proved in advance by parents and/or school officials, will be 
counted as days absent, unless the absence is for a school 
sponsored activity.  Absences can be excused or unexcused.  
A parent can excuse his/her child for seven absences per 
year for any reason, after which time the student will need 
to secure a note from a physician excusing him/her for fur-
ther absences.”   Late students must sign in at the office 
when arriving after 8:00 a.m. before going to class.  Parents/
Guardians should phone or send a note explaining why the 
student was late or absent.  Please refer to the colored pages 
in the student handbook for additional information concern-
ing attendance. Students will be subject to disciplinary 
action on the third unexcused tardy.   

�
�

     Our business partners will continue to be 
Quaker Oats, MU Volleyball, and 
P.A.C.E.  We have many activities planned 
throughout the school year, so stayed tuned 
to your newsletters for events and dates.  If 
you would like to become involved with 
PIE, please drop a note to Maria Cox 
(mcox@columbia.k12.mo.us) or call the 
school and leave a message. 

Partners in Education  
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Further information about the Missouri High-
steppers organization can be found at their 
website www.mohighsteppers.org . More details on 
Smithton’s after school satellite program is 
available in the main office.  
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The following is a reminder of the Columbia Public School District medication policy: 

Prescription medication from a physician or other health professional licensed by a state regulatory body as 
an authorized prescriber, will be administered. 

Over the counter medications must have a written request from a physician or authorized prescriber for ad-
ministration in the school office. 

Prescription medication must have a pharmaceutical label that includes the student’s name, current date, 
name of medication, the dosage, route and frequency of the medications and the name of the physician. 

Medication must be delivered to the school by a parent or guardian or other designated adult.   
Middle school students are not allowed to carry medications considered to be Schedule II category con-

trolled substances.  Examples are: Ritalin, Adderall or Dextrostat. 
Middle school students are allowed to carry on their person all other prescribed and over the counter medi-

cation needed for the school day.  Prescription medication should be logged in the nurse’s office.  All 
self-administered medication must be in a properly labeled pharmaceutical bottle or container labeled by 
the manufacturer and contains only the amount needed for the day. 
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Join us for some Intramural FUN! 
We are very excited to offer intramural activities to our 
students.  Both 6th and 7th grades are eligible to attend 
most sessions.  Fall session dates begin the week of 
Sept. 27th and the last day will be Nov. 4th.  It is impor-
tant you get all the details to make an informed decision 
as to whether or not this after school activity will fit into 
your family schedule.  Please carefully read the Intramu-
ral forms attached to this newsletter.  These forms list 
our mission statement, citizenship and eligibility re-
quirements, activity options, dates and times of each 
session, and it also includes the  FALL registration form 
for you should you choose to join. (MUST adhere to 
registration deadline!)  No physicals are required to par-
ticipate and no prior experience in the activities listed is 
required. Join us to learn, improve, play games and have 
FUN! 

 

Choir 
 
Sign-ups for Smithton's 6th Grade Wild-
cat Choir will take place on Monday, 
September 27.  The first 60 students 
who return the form after 7:15 a.m. on 
September 28, and who are proven to be 
good citizens, will be selected for the 
choir.  Enrollment forms will be in the 
office or can be picked up from Mrs. 
Straw, room 98, on Monday, September 
27th.  Our first rehearsal will be Thurs-
day, September 30. 

 



6th Grade Wildcat Band 
 

Hello and welcome to Smithton Middle School!  This year we have a 
huge beginning band with 189 students enrolled.  At this point, all of 
the students should be able to assemble their instruments, hold them 
correctly, and play a couple of notes.  The students should have also 
brought home at least two weekly reports for you to read and sign, 
confirming their practice time.  If you have not seen a weekly report 
yet, please ask your child about them.  I will also be happy to email 
you one as an example.  The weekly reports go home every Friday 
and are due back every Monday.  Weekly reports can also be found 
on the 6th grade band website: http://service.columbia.k12.mo.us/
brandolp. 

After school band rehearsals will begin the week of October 
4.  Rehearsals are held from 3:05-4:05pm in the band room.  Stu-
dents will be assigned a day for their rehearsal.  There will be a place 
to request specific days on a future weekly report.  The after school 
rehearsals are extremely important as this is the only time that the 
students meet all together in a band.  We will be practicing music 
that they will receive in the future at these rehearsals.  They will then 
perform in an afternoon concert on December 6.  The concert will 
begin at 4:30pm.  We will be practicing in the gym from 3:00-4:15 
that afternoon prior to the concert.  Audience seating will begin at 
4:15.  For concerts, students are expected to wear “performance at-
tire.”  This means dress up clothes; shirts and ties, slacks, dresses, 
blouses, and skirts.  Please no denim, flip-flops, crocs, athletic 
clothes, or athletic shoes.  If there are any students who have a finan-
cial hardship, and do not have performance attire, please contact me 
before the concert, so that we can make sure everyone is “covered.” 
If you ever have any questions or concerns about the band program, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached by email at 
brandolp@columbia.k12.mo.us 

Mrs. Collins and I are looking forward to a fabulous year.  
Band is an extremely rewarding experience that the students will 
love.  They will enjoy challenging themselves and “Reaching for the 
Stars!” 

 
Bridgett Randolph, Director of Bands, 

  

7th Grade Wildcat Band! 
 

Hello, and welcome to another exciting school year filled 
with music and new experiences!  The 7th grade band is off 
to a tremendous start.  We have lots of challenging new 
music to practice, as well as Award Band auditions to pre-
pare for.  At this point if your child is planning to audition 
for the Award Band, they should have turned in their audi-
tion request sheet.  These were due Friday Sept. 10.  Audi-
tions will be held Tuesday, September 21 at West JH.  We 
will let the students know their audition times as soon as 
we receive them.  This will hopefully be sometime the 
week before auditions. 
 7th grade band is very different from 6th grade 
band.  We no longer meet everyday in classes that have 7-
15 students in them.  Instead the students have band in 
larger classes and it alternates with PE.  Each 7th grader 
must be very responsible in getting their homework turned 
in every month.  We have a standing practice assignment 
of 60 minutes per week.  The students are given a calendar 
to keep track of their practice time and are expected to turn 
in the completed form at the beginning of each new month.  
If your student has misplaced their practice calendar, you 
can access a new one from the 7th grade band website: 
http://service.columbia.k12.mo.us/bbatye  The students’ 
grades are based 40% on practice assignments, 30% on 
performances/concerts, 20% on playing tests, and 10% on 
participation.. 
 Our first performance will be a Fine Arts assem-
bly on Oct. 15.  This performance takes place during 
school, in front of the entire student body.   We will have a 
concert for parents beginning at 4:00 in the gym on this 
date.   For concerts, students are expected to wear 
“performance attire.”  This means long, black dress pants 
for everyone, white blouses and closed-toe black shoes for 
girls, and white button-up shirts, a tie, black shoes, and 
black socks for boys.  Please no shorts, Capri pants, san-
dals, or sweats.  If obtaining the performance attire will be 
a financial hardship for your family, please contact Mrs. 
Randolph as soon as possible so that we can aid you and 
make sure that every student can participate. 
 If you ever have any questions or concerns about 
the band program here at SMS, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  My email address is bran-
dolp@columbia.k12.mo.us 
Mrs. Collins and I are looking forward to a fantastic year, 
and we know that you are too! 

 
 

 

           Bridgett Randolph,  Director of Bands 
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���                         Smithton's Fall Show, "Goldilocks on Trial",                                                                                   
will have auditions Wednesday, Sept. 8 and     Thursday, Sept. 
9 after school in room 145.   Set in a courtroom, characters 
include: a judge, bailiff, 2 lawyers, Papa, Mama and Baby 
bear along with Goldilocks, a pig, wolf, police officer and 
scientist.  The show is a very funny look at what really hap-
pened when Goldilocks entered the bears' house that day.  Did 
she break the chair?  Or is she being falsely accused?  Per-
formances are Oct. 21, 22 and 23rd.  Packets with audition 
forms and more information will be available outside room 
145.�
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SMS FALL Intramural Activities Registration Form 20 10-2011 
Submit this form to the office by Sept. 17 th ; no forms accepted after the deadline. 
 
The student above has my permission to participate in Intramural Activities from 3:00 – 5:00 PM 
at Smithton Middle School. 
 
Place a check next to the activity you would like t o participate in. 
 
FALL  SESSION=            _____   Kickball or   _____   Volleyball  
 
* Circle your day of preference  _____  Tuesday       or       _____ Thursday 
    
*Students may attend both days if less than 150 stu dents register…stay tuned!  
   
My son/daughter and I understand that participation is contingent on the following: 
 

1. No referrals or detentions in any classes 
2. No non-dresses for Physical Education class  
3. Cooperates with staff when participating 

 
Students must go immediately to the gym at 3:00 PM & and be picked up promptly at 
5:00 PM.    
Supervision of students ends at 5:05 PM.  
 
Students must follow school and good sportsmanship expectations as described in 
the Intramural Program Description attached.  Students may not leave early without a 
parent/guardian. 

 
My student’s transportation at 5:00 PM will be: 
 
Check all that apply _____ I will pick up my student at 5:00 PM 

_____ My student will be picked up at 5:00 by: (list drivers name and #) 
 
(Name) ______________________      (Phone #)_________________   

   _____ My student has permission to walk/ride a bike 
   _____ My student has permission to ride the city bus  
   _____ Other (please explain) ___________________________________  
 
 Phone number(s) where parent can be reached from 3:00-5:00 PM in case of emergency: 
 Print Parent Name: ___________________________________ Phone # _________________ 
 Print Parent E-mail:_______________________________________ 
 
Other emergency contact: Adult Name _____________________Phone# _________________ 
 
Relationship ________________________ 
 
Signatures: (parent&student)___________________________________________ 
 
Submit this form to the office by Sept. 17 st ; no forms accepted after the deadline. 

�1234#1�#)*4555555555555555555555555555555555������������������14)*�6555555555555�



September 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
 
3:15 
PLT Meeting  
 
6:30-8:30  P.M. 
7th. Grade Back
-to-School Night 

2 3 4 

5 6 
 
 
      Labor 
       Day 
  No  School 

7 
 
 
 
PM QSP Kick  
Off Assembly 
 
 

8 

12:00  
PTSA board meet-
ing conference 
room 

3:15 
Leadership Mtg. 
team mtgs. 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
9:15 am fire 
drill 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 

12 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Picture Day 

14 
 
 
 

 

15  
 
QSP collection-
conference room 
All day 

 
3:15 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
2:00-6:00 
Blood Drive 

18 

19 20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
QSP collection 
all day confer-
ence room 
3:15  
PLT Mtgs.  

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 

       No 
     School 
 
 

Collaboration  
        Day 

25 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
2:06  
Tornado drill 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6  
 
 
 

 
3:15 
Leadership Mtg. 

7 
 
 
 
 
??? Fire Drill 

8 9 

10 11 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
12:00 pm PTSA  
board meeting 
conference 
room 
3:15 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
2:00 Fine Arts 
Assembly 
4:00 Fine Arts 
Concert 

16 

17 18 
 
 
8:30  
Earthquake w/
fire  evacuation 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

20  
 
12:30 
Early dismissal 
 
TBD  

21 
 
 

1:30-3:30 
Drama assem-
bly-cafe 

22 

 
 
 
 

6-10 pm.  
School Drama 

23 

 
 
 

1:30-3 & 6-10 
Drama perform-
ance 

24 25 26 27 
 
???? Pm fire 
drill. 
 

3:15 
PLT Meetings  

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 IPR # 2  OUT 

30 

31       

October 2010 
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