
Frederick Douglass High School
Enrollment Procedures

and Application
1.  Frederick Douglass High School is a transfer school option for the Columbia Public School system.  Students who are enrolled in CPS, or for whom CPS was their last district of attendance, may be eligible to apply.  Douglass does not have a specific attendance area within CPS, but accepts students, grades 9-12, from the various attendance areas in the Columbia Public School system. The board office at 1818 West Worley assigns students to their attendance area school based on the student’s address.
2.  Interested students may request an application to be considered for the Douglass program from their guidance counselor or principal.   The application has a recommendation portion which must be completed by a staff member familiar with the student.  Counselors, teachers, student assistance teams or other concerned parties may suggest the Douglass program.  Permission must be obtained from the parents (if under 18) as well as the Douglass High School administration, before a transfer is made.  Because changing schools to an alternative setting is an important step in a student's life, it is important that all parties are in agreement and committed to this placement change. 

3.  After the application is submitted, the student and parents will be contacted to make an appointment for an interview.  Because of limited enrollment, a waiting list is maintained.  When room is available, an interview will be scheduled based on the needs of the student and the availability of Douglass classes.  Placement is most likely if application is made several weeks prior to the beginning of a semester.  The majority of Douglass students are in grades 10-12.
4.  The interview is conducted with the Douglass administration, student, and parents, to gather information regarding the student's school history, credit needs etc.  Additional information about the school is shared with the student and his/her parents at this time.  Therefore, parents or guardians are required to be present at this meeting.  
5.  Students who have earned the majority of their credits at Douglass are not allowed to return to their attendance area school to graduate. Because both Rock Bridge and Hickman HS record credit on a semester basis, students should request a return transfer prior to the beginning of a semester.  
Frederick Douglass High School

Columbia Public Schools

310 N. Providence Road

Columbia, MO 65203-1490

Phone (573)214-3680

Fax(214-3681
Date of Application:________________
Name:________________________________  
School most recently attended_______________________________ 
Date of Birth ________________
CPS student ID # _______________________
Address of Residence_________________________________________________

(house or apartment number, street name, city, state, zip code)

Phone number(s) _____________________________________________________
Please read the attached list of program options and indicate your choice:

_____ Core          _____ Missouri Option Program    
Please feel free to include any additional information you feel is relevant to your application.

Student’s Name (printed) __________________________________________________
Student’s Signature _______________________________________________________

Parent’s or Guardian’s Name (printed)_________________________________________
Parent’s or Guardian’s Signature _____________________________________________

Current Principal’s or Counselor’s signature ____________________________________

Does this student have an IEP or 504 plan?_______  
If yes, a copy must be attached for application to be complete and the student’s case manager must complete the following page.
Frederick Douglass High School
Columbia Public Schools

310 N. Providence Road

Columbia, MO 65203-1490

Phone (573)214-3680

Fax(214-3681
Administrator/Counselor/Teacher/Case Manager Recommendation
Student Name____________________________ Student Number_________________

Credits Earned___________ 

Does this student have an IEP or 504?___________






If yes, a copy of IEP/504 plan must be attached

Administrator/Counselor/Teacher/Case Manager completing this recommendation:  

Name: ____________________________________Date_______________________

Based on your knowledge of this student’s past performance, please rate the following:

1 = very poor;    2 = poor;    3 = average;    4 = good;    5 = excellent

1.  school attendance





1  2  3  4  5 

Comments________________________________________________________
2.  tardies to the classroom   




1  2  3  4  5  

Comments________________________________________________________
3.  gets along with peers




1  2  3  4  5

Comments________________________________________________________
4.  classroom and school behavior



1  2  3  4  5  

Comments________________________________________________________
5.  shows respect for authority



1  2  3  4  5

Comments________________________________________________________
6.  behavior in the community (if you have knowledge)
1  2  3  4  5 

Comments________________________________________________________
7.  academic performance




1  2  3  4  5

Comments________________________________________________________
8.  ability to succeed in a work environment


1  2  3  4  5 

Comments________________________________________________________
9.  Projected overall potential for success at Douglass H.S. 
1  2  3  4  5 

Comments________________________________________________________
10.  your opinion of the student’s commitment to finish high school if given the opportunity in an alternative school setting


1  2  3  4  5 

Comments________________________________________________________

Please add any additional comments or concerns you may have

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Frederick Douglass Program Options

· "Core Program.” Housed in Douglass building, the core is designed to be a smaller version of a traditional school. The Douglass staff strives to provide a comfortable, yet challenging academic program. Typically, students will have four block classes first semester and four different classes the second semester. The courses are 80 minute blocks which alternate by semester.  Students in the Core program are encouraged to attend the Columbia Area Career Center or to be involved in a work-study experience for a portion of the school day. Classes such as music, foreign language, and industrial technology are not available.
· Missouri Options Program. This program is only open to students in their senior year or beyond who are not able to graduate with their class because of a deficiency in credits. Students are enrolled as full-time students. They must either attend classes all day or attend school for a minimum of 15 hours a week and work for a minimum of 15 hours a week. During class time students prepare for the GED test and complete the Douglass senior portfolio. Students who pass the GED and complete all other requirements of the program will be granted a Columbia Public Schools high school diploma and are eligible to participate in the Douglass graduation ceremony.
· “Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans Hospital Program.” This program provides on-the-job paid training to 10 students who are at least 16 years old.  For half the day, the students are involved in academic instruction through contracted credits required for graduation.  Students become Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans Hospital employees and work in various departments for a minimum of 3 hours per day, 5 days per week.  The classroom is located in the Veterans Hospital.  Only current Douglass students with good attendance, evidence of good citizenship, and who have earned several of their required credits are considered.
